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European R oyal residences

Minutes - ARRE Scientific Meeting
« How to recount the European history of the royal residences »
Palace of Versailles Research Centre
7 - 8 April 2016

Agenda, list of participants and downloadable pregt@ons on Basecamp:
https://basecamp.com/2837399/projects/12430530

One of the objectives of the meeting was to de@iogons highlighting the historic ties
between the royal residences and a way of workoggther. Two topics were discussed:
firstly, how a joint research project could enhattte European history of the residences
and secondly, how residences can tell this shastdrir to their audience.

The proposals resulting from the meeting are sunzedbelow.

PROPOSALS:

I) Develop an official, modern and functional definiton of royal residences
(Andrea Merlotti — Venaria Reale)

The first definition of “royal residence” is také&om article 3 of the ARRE Statutes.
http://www.europeanroyalresidences.eu/fr/statutes
However, this definition should be improved. Theae definition is given by ICOM
DemHist, which defines 9 categories of historic $es1 The "royal residence" is included in
the category "Power houses (palaces and castlestopiee public)."
http://demhist.icom.museum/shop/data/containertfaizationProject.pdf
To compile a definition of "royal residence”, we shdirstly distinguish "residence" from
"museum"”. The main difference between the twoihethe role conferred by history and the
recognized identity of the residence. This defomtishould be acceptable to all ARRE
members and take into account the specificity obyal residence in comparison to other
types of institution.

II) To recount a common European history

a) How to recount a common European historyPilar Martin Laborda — Patrimonio
Nacional)

All the royal residences tell the story of theiuds on their visitor tours. ARRE Members
insist on the national character of the researchechout in their palaces, so there is no
specific research on how to recount European lyisiMe need to try to interpret history
from a European perspective and teach it with iatige methods. Visitors need to
experience something unique, so residences shdiddtbis experience in an educational
and understandable way, using the exterior ardhite®f the palaces and the works of art
as a medium, together with specific learning resesir- timelines, photos, treasure hunts,
etc.
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b) Telling the history of the 20" century (Andrea Merlotti — Venaria Reale)

Proposal to focus on the theme of political idgnéihd use of the residences in the 20th
century. In this sense ARRE could put in placeaegat organised in three phases:

* November 2016:identification of researchers, officers, acadenaicsesearch units
within ARRE able to start off the research on tiieme with an initial meeting to
discuss methodology.

* November 2017:organisation of a closed-door seminar to predentritial research
results and discuss the next steps. .

* November 2018:to mark the centenary of the end of WW1, schedutenference
on the identity of the residences in the 20th agn&und present the results of this
research to the public. Venaria is ready to hastdbnference.

c) Project “Europe of the Courts” (Elena Taddia - CRCV)

Europe of the Courtgnot the Courts of Europe) is a research projestelibped by the
Palace of Versailles Research Centre.

Considering courts as:

- The archetypes of European identity,

- Places of movement and transfer,

- The founding institutions of European civilizatio

These Courts should not be considered as a faasabf national history, but as a network
history. We invite residences and especially tlresearch centres (Versailles, Venaria,
Warsaw, and Potsdam) to participate in this joijgrt on the identity of the Court at a
European level. Further information will be trandged by the end of the year after the
meetings of the steering committee.

1) How to design more European content in each residea

a) Call for articles (Mathieu da Vinha - CRCV)
Each residence could write a manifesto or an artilgdscribing "how its palace is
European.” The collected articles would demonstexithanges between the royal
residences and could be highlighted on a Europestions tour in every palace. We
could exchange these articles between our residesmog enrich them according to
everyone's knowledge. They could be published enltibernet or in a collective
publication. This approach would put into practice network's work.

b) Studying and connecting the historical figures of or residences(Samuel Wittwer
- SPSG)

> Let them talk:the royal residences have sources (letters, djag&.) in which
historical figures talk about Europe, and as suwy tlink the European courts.
Through these very personal documents, the puldiddvhave direct and privileged
access to historical figures.

> Let them guideThese figures could guide us through the privatd public living
spaces of their palaces.

» Let them representour residences hold many objects given as giftsh hom
personal and political/state relationships; theymisols and codes are key to
understanding European court society.
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c) Participating in the exhibition about Maria Theresa in Schloss Schénbrunn
(Martin Mutschlechner — Schloss Schonbrunn)
In 2017, Schonbrunn is planning a major exhibit@n Maria Theresa, one of the
representatives of Court Culture. Influences andopean links between dynasties
could be highlighted. Participation of ARRE membdénsthis exhibition could
certainly give added value to the project.

d) Virtual museum — such as the Web application Timefie (Clara Goria — Venaria
Reale, Vincent Heymans — Coudenberg-Former PalaBeussels)
In the European context, ARRE could develop a digitoject, such agimeline In
this project the residences could recount historgugh the circulation of artists who
worked in the palaces, through the circulation ivark, models and styles, and
through the historic, iconographic and allegoricateof the palaces, and narrate
them chronologically or by theme.

e) Organising a “European Royal Residences Day’(Pilar Martin Laborda —
Patrimonio Nacional)
On this day, more European content would be orr édfevisitors. For a first edition,
we could rely on the written correspondence betwenfigures of the residences,
cf. "Let them talk" mentioned above.

f) Writing a common guide book(Andrea Merlotti — Venaria Reale)
Work on writing a guidebook about all the Europeagal residences presented
through their common features from a perspectiaé uhifies Europe.

g) Organising a joint exhibition between several residnces(Andrea Merlotti —
Venaria Reale)

h) Creating an itinerary of European Royal ResidenceéElena Taddia - CRCV)

NEXT STEPS — Who? How? When?
Each participant is invited to indicate any progresated to his or her proposal.
» Definition of “royal residence”
» Call for articles “European figures of the royasicences”
« Define European aspects of each royal residence
« Project “Identity of the residences in théhzmntury”
* Project “Europe of the Courts”

To be noted:
Interesting websitehttp://www.premoderndiplomats.org/

Symposium Rituals of Power. The Ceremonies of Courts andeStdtom the Late
Medieval Period to the Modern Erajrganized by the Royal Castle in Warsaw, 6-8 QGatob
2016https://www.zamek-krolewski.pl/en/education/rituafspower

Exhibition and symposium organised by the Patrimdwacional for the tercentenary of the
birth of Charles Il of Spain (1716-1788), Octol2€x16

In 2020, the Prince’s Palace of Monaco is planranigmporary exhibition to reconstitute
and present the former collection of the Princelohaco.



