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Palace Day 2023
8th edition
Astronomy, astrology and mythology! These words will be the common thread for the 8th
Palace Day on July 19, 2023!

If astronomy is a recognised scientific discipline based on the observation of the stars,
astrology and mythology lie in the domain of beliefs, religions and legends. However, within
European royal residences, this blurring of astronomy, astrology and mythology is used by
Princes to illustrate their power, in an allegorical way.

Just entering in a royal residence, you are sure to find that stars, gods, symbols are
everywhere! Let’s take the example of the Palace of Versailles. Even before entering the
castle, the image of Louis XIV as the Sun King adorns on the royal gate. Within the State
Apartments, the Salons named after the Roman gods follow one another: Salons of Venus,
Diana, Mars, Mercury, etc. By taking a detour to the Private Apartments, Louis XV's
astronomical clock, known as Pendule de Passement after its designer, displays the astral time
and the phases of the moon, as well as the time and date!

Another example, and not the least, is the Hall of Planets in the Castle of Eggenberg. The
paintings of Hans Adam Weissenkircher represent this blur between astronomy, astrology and
mythology, and the symbolism of numbers! The 12 signs of the zodiac rub shoulders with the 7
planets known at the time organized around the sun, as well as the representations of the four
elements, water, fire, earth and air. The seven planets are associated with the seven days of
the week, with the seven most important members of the Eggenberg family but also with other
elements such as metals. It is the same for Palazzo Pitti, with the Apartment of the Planets
designed by Pierre de Cortona between 1640 and 1647.



Partner 2023
International Committee for Historic House Museums
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The residences of kings had to exhibit the power and superiority of their owner. The massive
use of allegory in paintings and decorations served to highlight the monarch and his family. In
this context, Greek and Roman mythology was often used, as well as other allegorical enigmas,
as in the Galerie François Ist in the Palace of Fontainebleau. The king was often shown as
Hercules, as at Vaux-le-Vicomte, or as Jupiter, god of the gods, or as Apollo, god of the arts, of
beauty, of light. The members of the royal family were then represented by other deities. Louis
XIV, in France, even decided to take the sun as his emblem. He would end up creating his own
myth, casting himself as the “Sun King”.

The development of sciences, and therefore of astronomy, was also a sign of power. In France,
in the 17th century, astronomy was even known as the “Queen of Sciences”! Thus, Louis XIV
founded the Paris Observatory where he invited the best European astronomers. New scientific
tools were developed, always more precise, always more ingenious, allowing other scientific
discoveries. The terrestrial and celestial globes ordered for the education of young princes, the
new maritime charts, etc. attest to these scientific discoveries.

Mythology, astrology and astronomy were also among the favourite themes of artists working in
European royal residences. In European gardens we find a whole statuary linked to mythology:
Hercules, Venus, Diana, Apollo, Bacchus, etc. are often represented. The furniture and works of
art depict constellations or scenes from mythology.

This July 19, 2023, we therefore invite the public, palaces, museums and all cultural
institutions to discover the hidden symbols, decrypt the allegories, and share the
mythological stories of palaces in Europe and around the world.

https://icom-demhist.org/
https://icom-demhist.org/


Some examples
How to address and highlight the 2023 theme? Here are few examples!
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Astrology and
zodiac
Royal astrologers, the reigning families
consult the stars. Some become famous like
Nostradamus or Cosimo Ruggieri, astrologer
of Catherine de Medici
 

Representations
Art has always been inspired by myths!
Statues, clocks, fountains, paintings, take up
mythological stories and represent the
constellations. 

Astronomy, Queen
of sciences 
Scientific instruments such the armillary
sphere, discovery of new planets,
understanding of the world, European
monarchs have often supported sciences

Allegories and
symbols 
Almighty King in Jupiter, King Protector of the
Arts in Apollo, King of Commerce in Mercury,
mythology is often used to represent the
monarch. And the rest of the royal family too!

Hall of Monstrosities  ©Carlo Böttger, Castle of Moritzburg

Passemant astronomical clock © Thomas Garnier, Palace of Versailles

Planet Hall @ UMJ/Peter Gradischnigg, Eggenberg Castle 

Neptune Fountain © Alexander Eugen Koller, Schloß Schönbrunn



JOIN THE
 EVENT



0 9

Why to join us? 

Promote cultural heritage 
Organize an event strengthening  European and international cooperation

Strengthen its links with its digital community and attract a new audience
Strengthen its visibility by participating in an international event
Disseminate information about your institution
Get in touch with the Network of European Royal Residences

From the beginning, the Palace Day has two major objectives:

Each year, Palace Day reiterates its objectives and brings together more and more palaces and
institutions on social networks to promote and celebrate a common cultural heritage.

Each cultural institution (museums, palaces, cultural spaces, libraries, etc) is invited to share
pictures, tweets on its history, on its richness, etc on social networks to contribute to the
success of Palace Day and to the enhancement heritage.

In addition, Palace Day is a unique opportunity for institutions to:

How to participate?

Tag the official accounts of the event for a better visibility ! @PalaceDay (Instagram) and

@Palace_Day (Twitter)

Do not forget to use the correct hashtag #PalaceDay

Engage your community to create a dynamic exchange (you can even inform them in

advance of the event) 

Do not hesitate to use English in your post, it’s an international event ! 

It’s super easy ! To participate, you just have to share your best pictures of royal residences on
July 19th on social media with the #PalaceDay.

Some advises: 

https://www.instagram.com/palaceday/
https://twitter.com/Palace_Day
https://twitter.com/Palace_Day


1 0

Want to be more than a simple
participant?

Google form : https://forms.gle/KxXnGmLi3ZQ28oFo6 
Mail: palaceday@hotmail.com

You are an institution and you want to actively be part of the Palace Day, do not hesitate to
register by filling the Google form or by writing us ! 

Have the official logo of the event

Appear on the map of the event

Be quoted in the minutes, press releases and

other docuemnts produced by the Network 

Receive the information on the Palace Day each

year

By registration, you could:

Social Media
All information are available on the social media of the event and the official social media of the
Network of European Royal Residences

Social media of the event

Social media of the Network

https://www.instagram.com/europeanroyalpalaces/

http://www.europeanroyalresidences.eu

https://www.linkedin.com/company/network-of-european-royal-residences

https://twitter.com/Palace_Day

https://www.instagram.com/palaceday/

http://www.europeanroyalresidences.eu/palace-day/?lang=fr

http://www.palaceday.com/

https://www.instagram.com/europeanroyalpalaces/
http://www.europeanroyalresidences.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/network-of-european-royal-residences
https://twitter.com/Palace_Day
https://www.instagram.com/palaceday/


ABOUT US
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Palace Day
Each 19th July, since 2016, the Network of European Royal Residences organizes the Palace
Day. During one day, the #PalaceDay brings together Royal Residences, cultural and political
institutions, public from all over the world, to share tweets and pictures of our common
Heritage. 

Origin
The Palace Day has been imagined during a
technical meeting of the Network. In 2015,
the digital teams of the members of the
Network of European Royal Residences met
in Italy, at La Venaria Reale, to discuss their
respective digital strategies, their projects
and the challenges they face on a daily basis.
It was on this occasion that the idea of a
common social event is born!

Development
Originally, the Palace Day was organized on
Twitter. With the help of all the community
managers working in the Royal Residences,
and in particular thanks to the involvement of
the Palace of Versailles's team, new social
media have been used year after year, and
parallel events have been organized by the
Network and its members to celebrate the
Palace of Day! Today, the Palace Day is on
Twitter, Instagram and Facebook!
Simultaneous instruments, and concerts, are
also organized during the day! 

Each year, the Network selects a new theme
in order to highlight and share the richness of
our European cultural Heritage : Gardens,
Music, Food and culinary traditions, etc, allow
to discover Heritage by various and unusual
ways !

Success
Year after year, the attachment and the
involvement of institutions and the public to
the Palace Day confirm! From the 2nd edition,
the Palace Day crosses the border of Europe
and become « international » ! With 10 million
of impressions of the #PalaceDay in 2018,
the 3rd edition dedicated on food culture and
gastronomy marked a real turning point in the
event ! From this edition, the Palace Day
becomes an unmissable event! In 2019 and
2020, the #PalaceDay made 60 million of
impressions. 
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The Network of European
Royal Residences
Since 1995, the institutions in charge of the most prestigious Palace-Museums in Europe have
come together to form the Network of European Royal Residences, registered as an
association since 2001.

The Network of European Royal Residences is primarily a tool at the service of European
palace-museum staff and experts, enabling them to meet and share their experience in the
preservation, management and promotion of the rich cultural heritage in their care, to the
benefit of the millions of visitors they receive each year.

Some numbers
30 active members

more than 100 palace-museums

13 countries

10 000 professionals

more than 43 million visitors per year

Contacts
For more information, you can contact the Network of European Royal Residences at: 

Network of European Roy﻿al Residences 
1 rue de l’indépendance américaine
RP 834 - 78008 Versailles cedex
FRANCE

Phone +33 (0)1 30 83 77 55 / +33 (0)1 30 83 58 82 
Mail: residencesroyales@chateauversailles.fr
Website: www.europeanroyalresidences.eu

http://www.europeanroyalresidences.eu/


List of  active members*
Palace of Schönbrunn

Palace of Eggenberg

Coudenberg Palace

Denmark
The Royal Danish Collection

Danish Agency for Culture and
Palaces

Frederiksborg Castle

Germany

Prussian Palaces and Gardens of
Berlin-Brandenburg

Kulturstiftung Dessau-Wörlitz

Royal Palace of Naples

Royal Palace of Milan

Historic Museum and Park of Miramare
Castle

Monaco
Prince’s Palace of Monaco

Netherlands
Paleis Het Loo

Poland
Museum of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanów

Royal Castle in Warsaw

Royal Łazienki Museum

Portugal
Mafra National Palace 

Portugal
Parques de Sintra-Monte da Lua

United Kingdom
Historic Royal Palaces

Austria

Belgium

Austria

Denmark

Denmark

State Palaces, Castles and Gardens
of Saxony

Patrimonio Nacional

Palaces of Versailles and Trianon

Château of Chambord

Palace of Compiègne

Palace of Fontainebleau

Royal Palace of Gödöllő

Germany

Spain

France

France

France

France

Hungary

La Venaria Reale

Musei Reali Torino

Royal Palace of Caserta

Royal Palace of Monza

Italy

Italy

Italy

Italy

Italy

Italy

Italy

Poland

Poland
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Germany

*On 1st January 2023
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Credits
Page 1 – Bedroom of the Duchess of Etampes, Represenation of the « Marriage of Alexandre and Roxane » © Serge-
Reby, Palace of Fontainebleau ; Roman ruins © Severin Wurnig, Schloss Schoenbrunn Kultur-und Betriebsges.m.b.H. :
Apollo's Chariot © Thomas Garnier, Palace of Versailles ; © Waldemar Panów, The Royal Łazienki Museum ; © Sophie
Lloyd, Domaine National de Chambord ; Galleria del Daniel © Musei Reali di Torino 

Page 7 – Passemant astronomical clock © Thomas Garnier, Palace of Versailles ; Hall of Monstrosities © Carlo
Böttger, Moritzburg Castle ; Planet Hall @ UMJ/Peter Gradischnigg, Eggenberg Castle ; Neptune Fountain © Alexander
Eugen Koller, Schloß Schönbrunn Kultur- und Betriebsges.m.b.H.

Page 10 – © Thomas Garnier, Palace of Versailles

Page 13 – National Palace of Queluz © Wilson Pereira, Parques de Sintra-Monte da Lua

Page 15 – Venus Fountain © Paleis Het Loo ; © Museum of King Jan III's Palace at Wilanów ; © Network of European
Royal Residences ; © Castle of Frederiksborg ; © Thomas Garnier, Palace of Versailles ; Bedroom of Anne of Austria ©
Béatrice Lécuyer Bibal, Palace of Fontainebleau 
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Palace Day
1 9  J U I L L E T  2 0 2 0
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R O Y A L
M U S I C



+ 3 7 0 0  P O S T S

+1 6 0 0 P A R T I C I P A N T S

+ 7,7 M  P E O P L E    R E A C H E D

+ 3 5,5 M  V I E W S   O N  

# P A L A C E D A Y

KEY FIGURES

PALACE DAY 2021

With the 
support of

An international event

TOP INFLUENCERS

Centre for Historic Houses India 

Moscow Kremlin Museums

Parques de Sintra - Monte da Lua

National Palace of Mafra 

Palace of Versailles

Patrimonio Nacional 

Palace of Fontainebleau

Royal Castle in Warsaw

Palace of Schönbrunn 

Palace of Chambord

Prussians Palaces

Vizcaya Museum

Secrets d'Histoire
Windows France
German National Committee for
Monument Protection (DNK)
Europa Nostra
Swiss Embassy in France

The institutions are taking part in the
event ! 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DAY

To the people who have contributed, and
contribute, to bring to life the Palace-Museums ! 



GenderRelated topics

NEW PARTICIPANTS OF THE YEAR

PALACE DAY 2021
To the people who have contributed, and
contribute, to bring to life the Palace-Museums ! 



+ 2,858   P O S T S

+ 1,297     P A R T I C I P A N T S

+ 36,3 M V I E W S O N 

        # P A L A C E D A Y

KEY FIGURES

Parques de Sintra-Monte da Lua

Museu Presidência da Repùblica

of Portugal

Estate of Chambord 

Palace of Versailles

Patrimonio Nacional

Colosseo-Foro Romano-Palatino

PALACE DAY 2022

An international event

TOP INFLUENCERS Schloss Schonbrunn

Reggia di Caserta

Galleria degli Uffizi

Castle of Montpoupon

Palace dhenkanal in India

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DAY

Dedicated to Biodiversity!

With the 
support of

Royal Collection Trust
Republic of Poland
Swiss embassy in France
Association "REMPART"
European regions and national tourist
offices

The institutions are taking part
 in the event! 

https://www.instagram.com/dhenkanalpalace/


NEW PARTICIPANTS OF THE YEAR                                                                        

PALACE DAY 2022
Dedicated to Biodiversity!



 

France info  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

Informazione.it : Anche la Reffia di Caserta partecipa domani 19 luglio alla giornata del 
#palaceday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Print « Palace Day : Centre for Historic Houses, others appeal to not demolish but 
preserve Sultan Palace 

https://theprint.in/india/palace-day-centre-for-historic-houses-others-appeal-to-not-demolish-but-
preserve-sultan-palace/1046509/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://theprint.in/india/palace-day-centre-for-historic-houses-others-appeal-to-not-demolish-but-preserve-sultan-palace/1046509/
https://theprint.in/india/palace-day-centre-for-historic-houses-others-appeal-to-not-demolish-but-preserve-sultan-palace/1046509/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Telegraph: Call to preserve Sultan Palace 

 https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/call-to-preserve-sultan-palace/cid/1875712   

 

 

https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/call-to-preserve-sultan-palace/cid/1875712


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Poland daily : Today we celebrate Palace Day 2022 – European Royal Residences Day! 

https://polanddaily24.com/5443-today-we-celebrate-palace-day-2022-european-royal-residences-
day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://polanddaily24.com/5443-today-we-celebrate-palace-day-2022-european-royal-residences-day
https://polanddaily24.com/5443-today-we-celebrate-palace-day-2022-european-royal-residences-day
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